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Dear Friends,

Every day in my ministry at Life Forward, I have the privilege of working direct-

ly with clients like “Robert” and “Tiffany.” Robert’s perseverance to make it to 

Upward sessions at Life Forward was inspirational. Even on the evenings when 

he was just getting off work and on his way to another job after class, he made 

it a priority. Robert expressed numerous times his desire to provide for his family 

and to be a good father.

Robert and Tiffany were so eager to learn all that they could about parenting 

their baby that they also enrolled in individual parenting classes. During their first 

session of Earn While You Learn, we began to explore prayer and inviting Jesus into 

some of their daily challenges and decisions. By the end of the session, I was able 

to share the Gospel with them and Tiffany eventually rededicated her life to Christ.

I invite you to join me in praying for Robert and Tiffany as they grow in faith 

and into their new role as parents. Thank you for your continued support and 

commitment to helping women and their families make life-affirming decisions 

through God’s love.

Sincerely,

Lawanda McCoy

Client Educator

Faith & Dedication: Robert & Tiffany’s Story



Planned Giving Employer Matching Gifts Connect with Us
Leave a lasting legacy that will im-
pact women and their families for 
years to come.

For more information, contact 
Steve Stephenson, Director of De-
velopment, at 513.487.7777 or 
sstephenson@lifeforwardcincy.org

Sign up to receive our news-
letter and other communica-
tions in your inbox. Please con-
tact Kevin at 513.487.7777 or 
kbuckley@lifeforwardcincy.org

Contact your company’s human 
resource department to find out if 
your employer has a matching gift 
program. Questions? Contact Steve 
Stephenson at 513.487.7777 or 
sstephenson@lifeforwardcincy.org

Last Summer Life Forward launched a new model for educating parents called Upward. We sat down with Melissa Guzman, Life 
Forward’s Director of Client Services, to learn more about this innovative program. 

Why was there a change to this new format?
 Our former program needed to be refreshed. We wanted to consistently offer parents core topics in an interactive, support-
ive group setting.
Who developed Upward?
 It was really a group effort. Our Program Committee provided input and ideas along with the client services staff and volun-
teers. We were blessed to have Erin Kingsley serve as a volunteer intern to help us compile the Upward manual.
What are the goals of Upward?
 The new model encourages the group to provide support to one another. This is especially important to our single moms. 
We also want to give clients helpful information about being healthy parents by focusing on the whole person: physical, 
emotional and spiritual.
What makes Upward relevant to clients?
 I’m always surprised by how much clients don’t know. Over the course of six weeks, we cover topics such as postpartum de-
pression, mental health issues, SIDS, and shaken baby syndrome. Most Upward participants have little knowledge about these 
issues. We create a safe place for them to ask questions and learn from one another.
How have clients responded to Upward?
 Participant feedback has been positive. They have appreciated learning new practical information about parenting. Some of 
the comments we’ve received include:

  “ I might actually consider breastfeeding my baby now. I think I can do this.”
 “ It’s great to be in a group and know you’re not the only one struggling with these issues.”
 “ This really made me think about how important God is.”

How can people specifically pray for and support Upward?
 Prayer - We welcome prayers for our clients, for the leaders and for the relationships that are formed within each group session. 
 Speakers - We are always looking for volunteers willing to share their knowledge and expertise on topics such as car seat 
safety, safe sleep, mental health, shaken baby syndrome, labor and delivery, healthy relationships, character development, 
nutrition and breastfeeding

       Group Facilitators - These volunteers commit to attending all six sessions and leading the group discussions.
      Food - We need donations of light snacks, a light meal for the last session, gift cards, candy and incentive gifts for dads.
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Upward: A New Model for Parent Education



Annual ReportBaby Gift 
Registries

• Amazon
• Target
• Walmart

lifeforwardcincy.org

Our Annual Report is available in the Ad-
ministrative Office. If you would like a copy, 
please contact Steve at 513.487.7777 or 
sstephenson@lifeforwardcincy.org

$30 a month is all that is needed to 
support one woman and her family for 
a full year.

Go to www.lifeforwardcincy.org/360 to 
watch a 90 second video and to sign 
up to make monthly gifts.

Life Forward 360     
Monthly Partners

Protecting the privacy of our clients is critical for maintaining the integrity and success 
of the ministry of Life Forward. Clients come to us when they are most vulnerable and 
share deeply personal information about their lives and relationships. Women and 
their families trust the client services team not to share their information with others.
Some of our clients sign release forms that give Life Forward permission to share their 
stories and photos. However, we are extremely guarded in how we do this. We usually 
do not use clients’ real names or information that might compromise their privacy or 
break the bond of trust that we have built with them.
While Life Forward’s desire is to give our supporters and the wider community a glimpse of how God is working through our 
ministry, we also understand that we have an important responsibility to help clients feel safe and as comfortable as possible as 
they face unplanned pregnancies.

Client Confidentiality

2017

Saturday, May 13 ● 2:30-4:30 PM 
50 West Productions ● 7605 Wooster Pike, Cincinnati, OH

Registration is now open for teams of six to eight players for the round-robin, single-elimination tournament. Sponsorship 
opportunities are also available.
In addition to friendly volleyball competition on six courts, free family games will be nearby as well as food and music.
To register your team or learn more, visit lifeforwardcincy.org or call Life Forward Director of Development Steve Stephenson 
at 513.487.7777.
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www.lifeforwardcincy.org

Email: info@pregnancycarecincy.org

 Facebook.com/LifeForwardCincinnati

 @LifeForwardCincy

Clifton Center
2415 Auburn Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45219
513.961.7777

North College Hill Center
1608 Sundale Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45239
513.521.3117

Administrative Office
2415 Auburn Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45219
513.487.7777

2415 Auburn Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45219

2017 ANNUAL BANQUET

SOW LIFE

Thursday, April 27
Sharonville Convention Center

Pastor Bob Russell

Keynote Speaker
Charlie HinesGuest Musician

5:30 PM - Silent Auction Begins ● 6:30 PM - Dinner and Program
Register today at lifeforwardcincy.org or contact Steve Stephenson 

at 513.487.7777 or sstephenson@lifeforwardcincy.org


